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might wish for them is distinctly unfortunate, but he is the last man in the world to be daunted by temporary failure. Of the nvork of the late poet laureate, Irving has always been an ardent admirer, and his admiration has taken practical form in the production of two of Tennyson's plays. On the 18th of April, 1876, Irving appeared as Philip of Spain in " Queen Mary," at the Lyceum, under the management of Mr. Bateman, and so delighted the author that he declared the impersonation of the Spanish king to be a consummate performance, and ranked it with Salvini's Othello. In a letter to Tennyson, describing the first performance of " Queen Mary," Browning wrote: " The love as well as admiration for the author was conspicuous ; indeed I don't know whether you ought to have been present to enjoy it, or were not safer in absence from a smothering of flowers and deafening ' tumult of acclaim/ but Hallatn was there to report, and Mrs. Tennyson is with you 149